CITY OF LANSING WORK SESSION AGENDA

800 15t Terrace September 24, 2020
Lansing, KS 66043 Thursday
913-727-3233 Fax: 913-828-4579 7:00 p.m.
www.lansingks.org Lansing City Hall
Call To Order:

I. Lansing Community Library Update
Il. Sidewalk and Curb Cost Share Program Discussion

Adjournment




WORKSESSION ITEM

TO: Tim Vandall, City Administrator
FROM: Terri Wojtalewicz, Library Director')\k)
DATE: September 16, 2020

SUBJECT: Library Update

Library Director, Terri Wojtalewicz, will be providing a Library update to the City Council.

e Services during Pandemic
¢ Summer Reading Program
e 2020 Statistics

WORKSESSION ITEM #
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Library Update

September 24, 2020




Curbside Services Offered

* March 17t — March 24t & May 4t — June 8th
Checkout Services
Reference Questions

Digital Branch of the Library
* a/ebooks, graphic novels
* Movies, TV shows
* Music
* Magazines
* Programs for school, professional & self development

Printing/Faxing/Scanning

* Notary

* Wi-Fi

* Virtual Storytime & Activities
* Craft Packs
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Projects During Closure I

* April 24t — June 7th

* Remodel complete

* Updated the PC reservation software

* Updated the reading challenge software

* Series spine label project complete for collection
* Evaluating the collection is ahead of schedule




Re-Opening Services Offered ' l'i’iﬁ’spmﬁgé

KANSAS

* Opened on June 8th
* Monday through Friday 9am - 6pm
e Saturday 11lam - 3pm

Browsing and Checkout Services
Dlgltal Branch of the Library

* a/ebooks, graphic novels

Movies, TV shows

Music

Magazines

Programs for school research/tutoring/career skills

Printing
Faxing

Notary
* Wi-Fi
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* Virtual Storytime

 Craft Packs

* Monthly Calendar of Early Literacy Activities
» Updated 1000 Books Before Kindergarten
 Summer Reading Program

» Reading Challenges

* Book Club

* Twin Oaks Outreach
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e Summer reading software

* Digital checkout
 State level
* Regional level

e Kansas Notable book collection
e 1000 Books program

* Total of $4,614.26
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* Already surpassed last year’s total for digital usage
on all platforms

* Hoopla
* Overdrive/Libby
* Cloud library
* RBdigital
» Staying steady on Wi-Fi usage
* Steadily climbing in visits to the library

* Adding a Self-Checkout Kiosk
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Numbers at the Library

Lansing Community Library
Annual Digital Resource Usage
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Lansing Community Library
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Lansing Community Library
Annual Program Attendance
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 Share Library posts on social media
* Forward and share the newsletter
* Word of mouth

* Support the Friends of the Library

* Link your Dillon's card to the Community Rewards
* Shop through the Smile Program on Amazon




WORKSESSION ITEM
TO: Tim Vandall, City Administrator é

FROM: Mike Spickelmier, Director of Public Works
DATE: September 17, 2020
SUBJECT: Sidewalk and Curb Cost Share Program (DRAFT Proposal)

There has been resident feedback on the costs and requirements for both sidewalk repairs/replacement
as well as curb maintenance / modifications. This proposal is similar to those programs available in other
municipalities. Due to the nature of the improvement, it is recommended the City reimburse at a rate of
approximately 50% of the cost.

Sidewalks:

The sidewalk portion of the program is modeled after the programs in various cities of Kansas:
Specifically, KCK and McPherson. This has both a public service and code-based impact on residents.
This is a way to lessen the burden on mandated maintenance and repair to residents.

https://publichealthlawcenter.ora/sites/default/files/resources/Kansas-Sidewalk-Liability-2016.pdf
https://www.mcpcity.com/688/Sidewalk-Replacement-Program
https://www.wycokck.ora/PW/Programs.aspx

Discussion Item:

1. How does the reimbursement work if a homeowner is doing the work themselves? The cost-share
will likely cover nearly 100% of the material cost, is this acceptable? We may have additional
inspection requirements or staff interaction to ensue Technical Specifications are met.

2. Should the property owner be a City of Lansing Resident?

3. Should we limit this to one application per resident year?

Street Curbs:

This program is more of an aesthetic / livability enhancement, and more beneficial to the individual
homeowner than the public as a whole. It would be recommended that the City reimburse at a rate of
approx. 30% of the cost for this reason.

Examples include:

A. Deteriorated curb that would not be addressed at the homeowner’s timeframe. This is where the curb
is repaired with asphalt until it is inline with replacement as part of the annual CIP.

B. The severity of the slope or vertical distance of the curb causes difficulty for the homeowner to access
the driveway. Under this program the City would

Discussion ltems:
1. This is a very technical installation process and would prefer that only experienced contractors
perform this work. All curbs are withing the Right of Way and may require traffic contro!.

WORKSESSION ITEM #




CITY OF %@ Public Works Department

I.ANS'NG Streets — Stormwater — Right of Way - GIS
www.lansingks.or

KANSAS grs.org

Policy Overview:  The City of Lansing recognizes the role that sidewalk and curb
maintenance in preserving both the walkability, access and overall livability for the
residents. We are also cognizant that the costs associated with the operation,
maintenance and repair of these facilities is often expensive for individual property
owners. To help offset some of these costs, Lansing is offering a first come first serve
cost share program that is depended on eligibility and annual availability of funds.

Sidewalk Cost Share: The maintenance and repair of sidewalks adjacent to the right of
way is the responsibility of the property owner under City Code as allowed under Kansas
Law.

Requirements:

e The resident must make application for the program along with the issuance of
a permit, and all permit requirements, for the repair and/or replacement of the
concrete sidewalk.

« Any work performed will be in accordance with the current Technical
Specifications as published. This includes but not limited to

o Approved concrete mix design
o Adequate steel reinforcing

o Approved installation methods
o ADA compliant

e Contractors performing the work must be in good standing with the City, and
have all required licenses, insurance, bonds, etc. to do work.

e Homeowners performing the work themselves shall demonstrate adequate
knowledge and technical skill to perform this work.

e The reimbursement rate is based on Appendix A and is subject to annual review
and the availability of funds.

e Payment will be within 30 days of acceptance by City Staff (no pre-payment
options)

e Scope of work shall be limited to deteriorated areas, subject to the approval of
City Staff.

¢ Sidewalks cost share is based on approximately 50% of the construction cost.

730 First Terrace, Suite 3 « Lansing, Kansas 66043 « (913) 727-2400 « FAX (913) 351-3618
l{Page



Curb Cost Share: The primary function of the curbs along the edge of residential streets
is for the conveyance of stormwater into the municipal collection system.

Requirements:

L ]

The resident must make application for the program along with the issuance of
a permit, and all permit requirements, for the repair and/or replacement of the
concrete sidewalk.
Any work performed will be in accordance with the current Technical
Specifications as published. This includes but not limited to

o Approved concrete mix design

o Adequate steel reinforcing

o Meets the curb design requirement (no flat entrances that take water out

of the gutter)

Contractors performing the work must be in good standing with the City, and
have all required licenses, insurance, bonds, etc. to do work.
Homeowners are restricted from performing this work due to
The reimbursement rate is based on Appendix A and is subject to annual review
and the availability of funds.
Payment will be within 30 days of acceptance by City Staff (no pre-payment
options)
Scope of work shall be limited to deteriorated areas, subject to the approval of
City Staff.
No conforming / non-permitted driveways per the current Uniform Development
Ordinance (UDO) are not eligible for this program.
Curbs cost share is based on approximately 40% of the construction cost.

730 First Terrace, Suite 3 « Lansing, Kansas 66043 « (913) 727-2400 « FAX (913) 351-3618

2|Page
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CITY O Public Works Department

I.AN ING Streets — Stormwater — Right of Way - GIS
www.lansingks.or

KANSAS gks.org

APPENDIX A — Cost Share Pricing
Based on 2020 Bid Pricing

Lansing Standard Curb Reimbursement: $13.50/1.f.

40% Cost Share based on 2020 CIP bid rate of $33.70/1.f.

Lansing Standard Sidewalk Reimbursement: $31.3/S.Y or $3.48/s.f.

50% Cost Share based on the 2020 Sidewalk Bid of $62.60/ S.Y.

730 First Terrace, Suite 3 « Lansing, Kansas 66043 « (913) 727-2400 « FAX (913) 351-3618
1|Page



at Mitchell Hamline School of Law

@ PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVE LIVING October 2016
LAW CENTER / KANSAS 000

SIDEWALKS IN KANSAS:
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

—

Sidewalks are a vital asset to
support health by promoting
physical activity through
active transportation and
recreation.

Sidewalks in Kansas are an important component
of the transportation system and are designed

to support pedestrians, particularly pedestrians
with disabilities, safely access community re-
sources and participate in community activities.
Understanding the responsibilities of property
owners and the local government in relation to
sidewalks ensures that sidewalks in Kansas are
constructed, maintained, and operated in a way
that supports accessible, safe, and efficient travel
for pedestrians of all ages and abilities.

Kansas Health Foundation

This fact sheet is part of a series funded by the
Kansas Health Foundation to increase physical
activity through walking and bicycling in Kansas.

www.publichealthlawcenter.org
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Q: Who is responsible for
Kansas sidewalks?

A: Kansas State Law places responsibility for
sidewalks on both local governments and the
owner of any property adjacent to the sidewalk.
Cities have the most complete authority over
sidewalks in Kansas.! Townships also have some
authority over certain aspects of sidewalks with-
in their boundaries, including construction and
maintenance.? Kansas law does not give broad
authority over sidewalks to counties. State law
does, however, give some counties limited au-
thority over sidewalks.®> Any Kansas county that
has been designated as an “urban area” under
Kansas law is authorized to construct sidewalks
and pedestrian ways in connection with the
improvement of any highway or street which the
county is by law authorized to make.*

DEFINITION: Sidewalk

The portion of a street; between the curb
lines or the lateral lines of a roadway, and
the neighboring property lines; intended
for use by pedestrians.®

DEFINITION: Property owner
“Property owner,” as used in this resource

means the owner of any property adja-
cent to the sidewalk.

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

October 2016

Q: What are some examples
of responsibilities that local
governments and property
owners have regarding
sidewalks?

A: Kansas state law identifies certain responsi-
bilities regarding sidewalks. These responsibili-
ties include, but are not limited to, construction,
reconstruction, maintenance, repair, and funding
of sidewalks. The following are some examples of
these responsibilities as they relate to both local
governments and property owners:

Construction & reconstruction

Property owners

Property owners may petition the city to con-
struct a sidewalk. Upon receiving a petition

County urban areas in Kansas

Kansas law designates counties as an ur-
ban area when they have become urban
in nature.$

The U.S. Census Bureau defines an urban
area as an identified territory that en-
compasses at least 2,500 people, at least
1,500 of which reside outside institution-
al group quarter.’

As of 2016, the only county designated as
an urban area under Kansas law is John-
son County.?

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible? p_2
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City class and population size

October 2016

A city with a population of more than 15,000, may be declared a city of the

A city of the second class is a city with a population of more than 2,000 and

City of the First Class

first class by the governing body.’
City of the Second Class

less than 15,000.%°
City of the Third Class

A city of the third class is a city with a population of no more than 2,000."

signed by the minimum number of property
owners, the governing body of a city may require
the sidewalk to be constructed. The required
minimum number of property owners to sign a
petition is ten in a city of the Second or Third
Class and 25 in a city of the First Class.”

The governing body of a city can condemn a side-
walk if it is inadequate or unsafe and may adopt

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

a resolution condemning the sidewalk and order
the construction of a new sidewalk.” The govern-
ing body must then give the property owner 30
to 60 days to construct or reconstruct the side-
walk at his or her own expense, If the sidewalk

is not constructed or reconstructed within the
specified time, the governing body shall cause
the construction to be done by contract.*

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible?
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Property owners may also construct or reconstruct
a sidewalk at any time, at their own expense, as
long as the sidewalk is constructed according to
the city's official sidewalk plans and specifications.
The sidewalk must meet all the same requirements
it would have to meet had the city constructed

it.” If a property owner wants the city to construct
or reconstruct the sidewalk, the property owner
must file a request with the city. The city may then
construct or reconstruct the sidewalk in the same
way as if the property owners had filed a petition.’®

City government

A city may provide for the construction and
reconstruction of sidewalks.” However, a city is
not required to do so. A city may also condemn a
sidewalk that it determines to be inadequate or
unsafe for travel. After condemning a sidewalk,
the city may construct a new one in its place.®

Maintenance & repair

Property owners

In all cities, property owners are responsible for
all sidewalk maintenance and repair.®

City government

In cities of the First or Second Class, the city
engineer or clerk may make necessary repairs to
a sidewalk at any time after giving the property
owner a five days’ notice. However, if the adjacent
property is unoccupied, this notice is not required.
In cities of the Third Class, the city may make any
repairs without notice to the property owner.?C

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

October 2016

Funding

Property owners

Responsibility for funding the construction, re-
construction, maintenance, or repair of a sidewalk
generally lies with the property owner.?' A special
assessment can be levied against the property
owner for the cost of repair made to the sidewalk
if the local government pays for the sidewalk
work.2 A property owner may pay the assessment
in one installment, or not more than five install-
ments with interest added, at the discretion of
the governing body.? If the property owner does
not pay the assessment within 30 days, the city is
required to certify the cost to the county to be put
on the tax rolls for collection like other taxes.?

City government

A city may temporarily finance repairs to a
sidewalk out of the funds for maintaining streets
or out of the general fund or general improve-
ment fund.? In cities of the first class that have a
population between 60,000 and 90,000, it is in
the city's discretion to pay for the cost of repair-
ing the sidewalk out of the general improvement
fund rather than assessing property owners,
when the cost of the project is less than $3,000
in one year.%

DEFINITION: Special assessment
A special assessment is the imposition of

a tax on property that benefits in some
way from a public improvement.”

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible?
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Sidewalk cost sharing programs
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Several Kansas communities have offered incentives to residents for the repair or replacement of sidewalks
within city limits. The following are examples of cities that have implemented cost sharing programs:

Atchison

Garden City

Implemented in 1979, Atchison’s “Sidewalk Share Program” matches sidewalk repair and
improvement projects dollar for dollar.?®

Garden City offers up to $1,000 in reimbursement for the repair of existing sidewalks. Do-

it-yourself projects qualify for $1,000 in reimbursement, and the city will contribute half
the funds if the resident decides to hire a contractor (still subject to the $1,000 limit).?

Kansas City

Kansas City sets aside funds each year to reimburse residents for the replacement of

an existing sidewalk. The reimbursement is designed to cover 50% of costs for a single
house, 60% for 2-5 adjacent houses, and 75% for more than 5 houses in a row.>°

Topeka

Topeka offers limited funds for a 50/50 sidewalk replacement program for concrete or

brick sidewalks that are defective. Under this program, these sidewalks are replaced with

concrete sidewalks.>

Emporia

Emporia’s sidewalk share program offers up to $400 in matching funds, and up to $700

for corner lots, for the replacement of hazardous sidewalks. Handicap ramps and replace-
ment of connecting sidewalks are done at no cost to owners.*

Burlington

Burlington provides $10 per linear foot to residents replacing or repairing existing sidewalks.>

A city is responsible for the cost of repairs made
to sidewalks adjacent to property owned by the
city, the state of Kansas, or the United States
(unless the state or the United States pays the
cost of the sidewalk next to the property they
own). The city may pay these costs out of the
fund provided for the maintenance of streets, the
general improvement fund, or by issuing credit or
bonds* and levying taxes to pay these debts.3

* Additional information regarding the issuance and sale of sidewalk scrip
{credit) or bonds may be found at Kan. Stat. Ann. § 12-1814 (2016).

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

Q: Who is responsible
for sidewalk design
specifications?

A: When constructing, reconstructing, and
repairing sidewalks, both the city and the prop-
erty owners are responsible for ensuring that the
sidewalk meets required design specifications.
The governing body of a city must create plans
and specifications (including widths and location
in the street) that must be followed for the con-
struction, repair, and reconstruction of all side-
walks.* Additionally, the grade for a sidewalk

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible?
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The ADA and Kansas sidewalks DEFINITION: Public facility
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal A public facility is “a facility
law that prohibits the discrimination of individuals or portion of a facility con-
with disabilities in all public programs, services, and structed by, on behalf of, or
facilities.?® Because sidewalks are used by the general for the use of a public entity
public, they must be constructed so they are accessi- subject to the ADA."38

ble to individuals with disabilities.
e e Public facilities can include

The United States Access Board is the federal agency buildings, sidewalks, property,
charged with developing and maintaining design cri- recreation areas, and roads
teria for accessible design. The Board ensures access used by the general public.

to federally-funded facilities and provides information

about accessible design.*” These accessibility stan- DEFINITION: Public service
dards promote equality for people with disabilities.

Additional information on the ADA standards for ac- A public service is any service
cessible sidewalk design; state and local government provided by the government
responsibility for complying with the ADA; and tips on for the convenience of the
how local governments can comply with the ADA can general public. A public

be found on the U.S. Access Board website. Informa- service also includes work
tion about ADA regulations can also be found on the performed for, or on behalf of,
United States Department of Justice website. the government.®

www.publichealthlawcenter.org Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible? p_6
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must be established in the same manner as the
grade for the street or by reference to a stated
distance above or below the street grade. If no
street grade has been established, the natural
grade may be used.*°

Q: How do local laws in
Kansas address responsibility
over sidewalks?

A: Local laws addressing sidewalks often imitate
Kansas state law, but can be more specific. Gen-
erally, local laws governing sidewalks are created
by individual cities resulting in sidewalk require-
ments that vary from one community to another.
Examples of some local laws regarding responsi-
bility over sidewalks include the following:

Maintaining sidewalks

Wichita, Kansas

In Wichita, Kansas, property owners are re-
sponsible for keeping sidewalks free from earth,
dirt, filth, mud, papers, stone, snow, ice, refuse,
and rubbish.* The city councii may require the
building of any new sidewalk upon the signing of
a petition by a majority of residents representing
fifty-one percent or more of the area of the im-
provement district.*? The city council may also, at
any time, condemn any portion of any sidewalk
whenever it is deemed necessary and provide for
the construction of a new sidewalk.*® The proper-
ty owner is then responsible for building the side-
walk in accordance with the local government
requirements.** If the sidewalk is not constructed
within 30 days, the cost of constructing the side-
walk is assessed and levied against the property

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

October 2016

DEFINITION: Improvement district

Kansas state law allows a municipality to
create community improvement districts
in which certain special taxes may be im-
posed.** The revenue from these special
taxes may be used to fund certain public
and private improvements and the pay-
ment of operating costs within the speci-
fied geographic bounds of the district.*

owner.”” All sidewalks in Wichita, Kansas, must
be constructed, reconstructed, and repaired ac-
cording to the official plans and specification on
file in the office of the City Engineer.*®

Garden City, Kansas

In Garden City, Kansas, property owners are re-
quired to maintain sidewalks in a way that is safe
for pedestrians and to remove ice and snow. #°

Topeka, Kansas

Property owners are required to maintain side-
walks and to remove accumulations such as
rocks, mud, and leaves.*™

Overland Park, Kansas

In Overland Park, Kansas, property owners are
responsible for the maintenance and repair of
sidewalks.” When the City Engineer decides that
a public sidewalk is a safety hazard or in need of
repair, a notice to repair is issued to the property
owner., The required repair or maintenance of the
sidewalk must be included in the notice to repair
as well as the maximum time period in which the

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible?
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owner has to make the repairs, not to exceed 60
days.* If the repairs are not made within the spec-
ified time frame, the City Engineer may have the
repairs made by city staff or contractor. The cost of
the repairs is assessed against the property own-
er.>® The cost of the repair may be paid from the
general fund and reimbursed when payments are
received from the property owner or when assess-
ments are collected and received by the city.>*

Sidewalk design standards

Wyandotte County & Kansas City, Kansas

The unified government of Wyandotte County
and Kansas City, Kansas, implemented a Curb
Ramp and Sidewalk Improvement Program.
Through this program, the Public Works De-
partment constructs new curb ramps and up-
grades existing curb ramps to make sidewalks
and streets more accessible and to comply with
the ADA.>® In Wyandotte County and Kansas
City, Kansas, those responsible for constructing,
maintaining, or repairing sidewalks must follow
the design specifications created by the unified
government.s®

Colby, Kansas

In Colby, Kansas, all new construction in certain
commercial zoning districts must provide public
sidewalks on the property that is next to an ar-
terial street, collector street, or residential area.
Sidewalks must conform to specific city speci-
fications and all requirements contained in the
most recent ADA regulations.”’

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

October 2016

Construction of new sidewalks

Fort Scott, Kansas

The Board of Commissioners of Fort Scott, Kansas,

may require a new sidewalk to be built upon the
petition of twenty-five or more taxpayers residing
in the area in which the sidewalk is to be built.5® It
is the responsibility of the property owners to
follow the sidewalk specifications set by the local
government. If the sidewalk is not built within 30
days, it is the duty of the Board of Commissioners
to build the sidewalk.”® The property owners addi-
tionally have the duty to keep the sidewalk in good
order and make any repairs necessary.° A special
assessment is levied against the property owners
to pay for the sidewalk construction or repair.®'

Topeka, Garden City, and
Hutchinson, Kansas

Property owners in the cities of Topeka, Garden
City, and Hutchinson, Kansas, are permitted to
construct, reconstruct and repair sidewalks at
their own expense. They may need a permit to
do this work. ¢ In Topeka and Garden City, work
must be done according to the plans and spec-
ifications approved by the City Engineer and is
subject to the City Engineer’s supervision.

Q: Who is liable for injuries
that occur because of a
defective sidewalk?

A: A property owner is only liable for an injury
caused by a defect in the sidewalk, if that defect
was caused by the property owner. A local gov-
ernment, on the other hand, could be held liable

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who Is responsible?
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What is liability?

In the law, to be held “liable” for some-
thing means to be held legally responsible
for an injury that one’s action or inaction
caused.®* A person can be found liable
under civil or criminal laws. Typically, to
be held civilly liable for someone else's in-
juries, the injured person must prove that:

1 A legal responsibility (a "duty of care™)
exists to protect others from harm;

2 Someone failed ("breached”) to meet
the duty of care;

3 Anindividual is injured ("damaged")
in some way; and

4 The damage was caused by that breach
in the duty of care (“causation”).

For more information about civil liability,
visit the Public Health Law Center’s liabil-
ity webpage.

for a considerabie defect if it had notice of the
defect and did not repair it.6> A local government
could also be liable if the defect was caused by
the local government.®¢

Liability of a local government

Governmental immunity relieves a city from
liability for negligent acts of its officers or em-
ployees when they are performing governmental
functions.®” However, governmental immunity
does not apply to injuries resulting from defects

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

October 2016

in streets or sidewalks.%® The reasoning behind
this exception is that public streets and side-
walks are necessary for public use at all times
and under all conditions.®®

A city has a legal responsibility to keep its
streets, sidewalks, and crosswalks in a condition
that is reasonably safe for use.”® However, a city
does not insure the safety of individuals who use
its streets and sidewalks.” The slight defect rule
places limitations on a city’s liability for injuries
caused by sidewalk defects.”

In order for a local government to be liable for an
injury caused by a sidewalk defect, the sidewalk
defect must be “of such magnitude or extent as to
be likely to cause injury to travelers who are pro-
ceeding with due care.”” Therefore, a city cannot
be held responsible for a pedestrian who sustains
an injury when the sidewalk becomes defective
through use, age, or other means.”* Additionally,
the city must have notice of the defective con-
dition of a street or sidewalk in order to be held
liable for injuries caused by the defect.” If the city
had notice of a defect in the sidewalk, for a time
sufficient to make the repairs, the city could be
held liable for an injury caused by the defect.” If
the city did not have notice, but the defect was
one that should have been discovered through
reasonable care by the city, the notice is inferred.””

However, when the defective condition in the
sidewalk was caused by the city, the slight defect
rule will not apply, and it will be implied that the
city had notice of the defective condition.”® If the
city is responsible for creating the defect, the city
could be liable for negligence.”

Sidewalks in Kansas: Who is responsible?
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DEFINITION: Slight defect rule

The slight defect rule states that “slight
variances or imperfections in sidewalk
surfaces are not sufficient to establish
actionable negligence in the construction
or maintenance of sidewalks.”%°

Liability of a property owner

Kansas state law, as stated above, requires
property owners to keep the sidewalk in good
condition.®” However, this responsibility is
owed to the city and not to individuals using
the sidewalk.®? Generally, an individual is not
able to hold a property owner responsible for
an injury caused by sidewalk defects simply
because they own the land next to the defective
sidewalk.®® However, like the city, a property
owner will be held responsible for injuries if the
property owner constructs or maintains the
sidewalk in a defective manner.®*

The Public Health Law Center thanks research assistants
Karie Mees and Micah Olson for their assistance in
developing this resource.
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